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Discover Gold @ ASTE
Sacramento, CA
January 14-16, 2010

Make your plans now to attend the 2010 ASTE
Conference in Sacramento, CA from January 14-16,
2010. The conference will be held at the Sheraton
Grand in downtown Sacramento, easy walking
distance to theaters, museums, nightclubs and fine
restaurants. With an average January temperature of
55°F, the weather should be excellent for all
conference activities. For those choosing to arrive a
few days early or staying a few days after the
conference, there are a multitude of enjoyable tourism
opportunities. For those unfamiliar with California,
Sacramento is situated at the heart of the Northern
California, offering attendees opportunities to visit the
Napa Valley wine region, historic San Francisco, or
beautiful Lake Tahoe. For the more adventurous,
there is the dramatic Yosemite Valley, accessible on a
daily basis by rail/bus. Though not offered as official
activities at the conference, pre/post conference trips
to any of these areas can easily be arranged.
Information on tourism in California can be obtained
at http://www.ca.gov/Tourism.html and information
about Sacramento specifically is available at
http://www.discovergold.org/ .

Cont. at top of next column

While you’re dreaming of all of these possibilities, set up a
reminder in your calendar or smartphone for July 3rd, the
deadline for proposals for the 2010 conference. The
electronic proposal form will be similar to those from
previous conferences. You will notice that conference chairs
Rick Pomeroy and Catherine Martin-Dunlop have decided to
reinstate the ‘strands’ due to popular demand. For 2010,
there will be between 10-12 strands that serve to help
organize the hundreds of incoming proposals as well as the
final program schedule.

As in the past, there will be five different types of
presentations to choose from—traditional paper presentation,
interactive paper/poster, experiential session, themed paper
set presentation, or round table session. The Professional
Development Committee is handling workshop proposals.

Please make your plans now to attend the 2010 ASTE
conference where you can Discover Gold at ASTE.

2010 ASTE Conference
Professional Development
Proposals

The ASTE Professional Development Committee invites
proposals for workshops at the 2010 ASTE conference in
Sacramento, CA, January 13-16, 2010. The proposal form
will be available on the ASTE webpage. Proposals are due
no later than April 30, 2009. If you have questions regarding
the proposal process, please contact Kevin Finson at
finson@bradley.edu.
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Summer 2009 Professional Development Opportunities (Hawaii)

Geoscience on the Big Island: A week-long (5-days,

6-nights) accredited professional development
seminar provides science educators the opportunity to
upgrade their skills in earth science instruction.
Geoscience comes to life on the Big Island. In
addition to discussions of the plate-tectonic origin of
the Hawaiian Archipelago, participants observe active
volcanoes and their various molten rock products and
check out faults representing major structural failures
along the volcano's growing slopes. You hike through
Pleistocene glacial deposits and dig in soil layers.
You snorkel among the beautiful corals of the island's
growing reefs and examine various black, green and
white sandy beaches. A lesson-plan approach is
emphasized in the many hands-on field exercises. All
sessions are conducted by scientists with international
experience teaching at university and post-graduate
levels. Seminar fee - $1,200; lodging available at
$95-105/night (single/double occupancy); graduate
credit (3 units) available through California State
University-Northridge at $130/unit. Dates available
for Summer 2009 —July 5-11, August 2-8. For

informative brochure and application form contact Dr.

Charles T. Blay, TEOK Investigations, 5162 Lawai
Rd. (PO Box 549), Poipu, Kauai, HI 96756; toll free
888-233-8365; local 808-742-8305; email

teok@aloha.net; website http.//www.teok.com.

AT
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The Science of Ecosystems: A week-long accredited

professional development seminar for science educators.

The Island of Kauai, Hawaii, with its unique volcanic origins
and nearly closed ocean-isolated environmental settings,
represents a world-class destination for the investigation of
the character and interactive aspects of a wide variety of
ecosystems ranging from mountain-top bogs and rain forests
to lush erosional valleys, arid beach/dune complexes and
coral/algal fringing reefs. The 7-day program (8 nights
lodging) involves 5 days of orientation lectures, daily
interactive field trips (hiking/snorkeling) and numerous
practical lesson-plan exercises; two free mid-seminar days
allow for additional self-guided learning. The influence of
the island's human inhabitants on these watershed-organized
ecosystems is emphasized. All sessions are conducted by
scientists with international experience teaching at university
and post-graduate levels. Seminar fee - $1,200; lodging
available at $75-85/night; graduate credit (3 units) available
through California State University at $130/unit. Dates
available for Summer 2009 - June 20-27 and July 18-25. For
informative brochure and application form contact Dr.
Charles T. Blay, TEOK Investigations, 5162 Lawai Rd. (PO
Box 549), Poipu, Kauai, HI 96756; toll free 888-233-8365;
local 808-742-8305; email teok@aloha.net; website

http.://www.teok.com.

/investigations\
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Cultural Center

Darwin's Reach
A Celebration of Darwin's Legacy Across Academic Disciplines

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
March 12, 13 and 14, 2009

CONFERENCE DIRECTORS | K-12 EDUCATORS | REGISTRATION

The Hofstra University Library, Hofstra College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, and the Hofstra Cultural ~
Center present a conference: .
g :"' (t - /’- :
Darwin’'s Reach examines the impact of Darwin and o /
Darwinian evolution on science and society in ' AN )
celebration of the 200th anniversary of the birth of B X W

Charles Robert Darwin and the sesquicentennial of the
publication of Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859).

The central theme of this academic conference is an
exploration of how Darwin’s ideas have revolutionized
our understanding of both the living world and human
nature.

Keynote speakers include:

Frans de Waal, Ph.D., Charles Howard Candler , —
Professor of Primate Behavior at Emory University; al (

author of Chimpanzee Politics and Our Inner Ape; '

preeminent researcher on primate social behavior

Niles Eldredge, Ph.D., Curator of Paleontology at the American Museum of Natural History; curator of
the Darwin exhibition; author of Charles Darwin - Discovering the Tree of Life and numerous other
books on the subject of evolution

Judge John E. Jones lll, U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, who ruled against
the Dover (Pennsylvania) area school board’s attempt to introduce teaching on "intelligent design” into
school science classes

Jay Labov, Ph.D., senior advisor for education and communications at the National Academy of
Sciences, Washington, D.C.

William F. McComas, Ph.D., Parks Family Professor of Science Education, University of Arkansas;
2007 recipient of the Evolution Education Award sponsored by the American Institute of Biological
Sciences (AIBS) and the Biological Sciences Curriculum Study (BSCS)

Online registration is available for this conference.

http://www.hofstra.edu/Community/culctr/culctr events darwin.html
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STEM Initiatives: News from Iowa

Iowa is the latest US state to commit sizable human
resources and not immodest financial investments
toward improving science and math education.
Preceding the lowa Mathematics and Science Education
Partnership (IMSEP) were multi-stakeholder initiatives
in Alabama, Colorado, Georgia, Ohio, Texas, Virginia,
and 27 other states.

The improvement of science and math learning from
pre-K through post-secondary education is a primary
goal of IMSEP, along with the inter-woven goal to
recruit, prepare, and place talented and diversely
representative professionals into classrooms. Partnering
on this initiative are primarily Iowa’s three public
universities—University of Northern Iowa, Iowa State
University, and the University of lowa. Affiliates
include the state’s community colleges, private colleges,
K-12 schools, the state department of education, and
numerous business organizations.

A central Institute coordinates five core programs of
IMSEP: 1) a comprehensive state-wide recruitment
project; 2) a community college instructor certification
project; 3) the statewide expansion of the pre-
engineering curriculum known as Project Lead The
Way; 4) a workplace externship experience for teachers;
and 5) a competitive grant program for faculty outreach
and research projects.

Cont at top of next column

Thirty-six such projects exponentially increase the impact of
IMSEP. They range from summer STEM academies for
under-represented youth, to workshops for prospective
student-teacher hosts, to state-wide chemistry education
outreach, and more, all in support of IMSEP goals.

Administration, oversight, and evaluation of program
components is one key function of the Institute. Additionally,
central staff create status reports, organized stakeholder
summits, forge private-public partnerships, and inventory the
hundreds of other math/science improvement efforts
underway across the state. Further information about IMSEP
is available at www.iowamathscience.org. (Contributed By
Dr. Jeff Weld, University of Nothern lowa)

Others are encouraged to submit summaries of what is happening
in their state with regards to STEM initiatives for inclusion in
Sfuture ASTE Newsletters. Please contact Todd Campbell at
todd.campbell@usu.edu for more information.

ASTE Newsletter

Published four times a year by
the Association for Science
Teacher Education. All
members are invited to submit

Idaho State University
Doctoral Fellowship

Do you want to pursue a career as a college-level faculty member in biology with
a genuine interest in effective science teaching and learning? Would you like to
become a faculty member who prepares the next generation of K-12 science
teachers? The Idaho State University Department of Biological Sciences

announces doctoral Fellowships available for students interested in a graduate

program designed to prepare future college-level biology teachers, including
those interested in pre-service science teacher preparation. Doctoral Fellowships

are for three years and the program includes graduate coursework in pedagogy

items.

Issue Items due by
Summer Aug. 15

Fall Oct. 15
Winter Feb. 15
Spring May 15

and science teaching methods, an original research-based dissertation, and
supervised teaching internships. Master's degree required, rolling admissions.

Come and join a vibrant and innovative group of graduate students at the

Editor: Todd Campbell
Phone: 435-797-7038

Fax: 435-797-1441

Email: todd.campbell@usu.edu

forefront of science teacher education! For more information on the Doctor of
Arts in Biology program and how to apply, please contact Dr. Rosemary Smith,
Dept. of Biological Sciences, ISU (smitrose@isu.edu ).
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